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1. Introduction 

1.1 During the past year we received 15 complaints regarding faulty readout of radar altimeters. 

1.2 All the faulty readouts were received from pilots of Airbus aeroplanes equipped with Thales 
ERT 530/540 radar altimeter . 

1.3 None of the complaints were receive from pilots of Boeing aeroplanes, although some of 
Boeing aeroplanes are also equipped with the same radar altimeter. ' 

1.4 The faulty readouts were received during different phases of the flight (height and places) 

1.5 Some of the faulty readouts were received during the final phase of the landing at a height of 
about 150 feet, followed by a “RETARD” massage that was heard in the cockpit.  

1.6 The "RETRD" massage advises the crew to put the auto-throttle in the idle position. In auto-
land mode, the Airbus computer will automatically decrease the engine's power to idle 

1.7 This issue have some high safety related ramifications (for example, we would like to 
mention the Turkish Airlines crash at Schiphol on Feb. 25th, 2009 due to a faulty radio altimeter reading that 
caused the auto-throttle to decrease the engine's power to idle during the final phase of the approach.  

2. Investigation 

2.1 Airbus analyzed the QAR recording of the aeroplanes. 

2.2 Analysis has shown several occurrences of Radio Altimeters providing erroneous Radio 
Altitudes with valid status, affecting successively side 1 and 2 Radio altimeters. 

2.3 This kind of behavior has never been reported to Airbus.  
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2.4 Airbus recommends looking for EMI interference. 

2.5 After an investigation the CAAI found that military radar was developed and tested near 
Ben-Gurion airport. The records of the testing of the radar coincided with the interference. 

2.6 Although the radar was supposed to transmit in a different frequency than the radar 
altimeter's frequency, a spectrum measurement showed that the radar transmitted also some power in the 
frequency of the aeroplane's radar altimeter. 

2.7 Upon CAAI's demand, the radar was removed from the airport area. Since the removal of the 
radar no complaints were received by any pilot regarding faulty readouts of radar altimeters.   

2.8 The CAAI did not receive any detailed information and the investigation of the radar is not 
finished yet. 

3. Action by the Meeting 

3.1 The FMG SG is invited to: 

a) note the content of this paper  

b) determine appropriate actions as required. 
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